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lUtSnHyi,^,!^^^ °J '^^^^^^ '"^'.'-^ Pl-A^^ THIS APPLICATION IN CONDITION FOR ALLOWANCE 



PERIOD FOR REPLY [check either a) or b)] 
.months from the mailing date of the final rejection. 



a) □ The period for reply expires „ „ ^ „„^, 

b) The period for repiy expires on: (1) the mailing date of this Advisory Acti^ whichever is later In 
?.K,f V ^'u^o^llf x!:;<rl'^''® ""ePly expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of the S reieXn 

Extensions of time may be obtained under 37 CFR 1.1 36(a). The date on which the oetition under -^7 r fr i i onH fh^ o • * * • 

timely filed, may reduce any eamed patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). rejection, even if 

°!^PPf^' °" • Appellant's Brief must be filed within the period set forth in 

37 CFR 1 .192(a), or any extension thereof (37 CFR 1 .191(d)), to avoid dismissal of the appeal. 
2.n The proposed amendment(s) will not be entered because: 

(a) □ they raise new issues that would require further consideration and/or search (see NOTE below); 

(b) □ they raise the issue of new matter (see Note below); 

^""^ ° to P'ace the application in better form for appeal by materially reducing or simplifying the 

issues Tor appeal; and/or r o 

(d) □ they present additional claims without canceling a corresponding number of finally rejected claims 
NOTE: . 

3 Applicant's reply has overcome the following rejection(s): 35USC1 12. 2"" para rejection r^f rprr^rH 
'c^XTern-air^^^^^ — ''"^^'^^ ' '^'"'''^ ^ ^P^^^' — dme. 

"^^^^ ^i::^^ SSS. '^'^ ^'^^^ 

6.n The affidavit or exhibit will NOT be considered because it is not directed SOLELY to issues which were newly 

raised by the Examiner in the final rejection. ' 

For purposes of Appeal, the proposed amendment(s) a)^ will not be entered or b)|EI will be entered and an 
explanation of how the new or amended claims would be rejected is provided below or appended. 
The status of the claim(s) is (or will be) as follows: 
Claim(s) allowed: None . 

Claim(s) objected to: . 

Claim(s) rejected: 1.3-7. . 
Claim(s) withdrawn from consideration: . 

8. n The drawing correction filed on isa)^ approved or b)^ disapproved by the Examiner. 

9. n Note the attached Information Disclosure Statement(s)( PTO-1449) Paper No(s). 

10. n Other: 
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NOTE 

1. Applicant's submitted after final response has been 
entered, although it could technically be argued that the 
amendments to claim 3 constitute a new issue. However, the 
Examiner addressed this issue in paragraph No. 2 of the final 
rejection, and accordingly has entered the amendment which 
overcomes the 35 U.S.C. § 112, second paragraph rejection of 
record. 

2. The prior art rejection of claims 1 and 3-7 as being 
unpatentable over EPA -570 taken in view of JP -771 as set forth 
in the final rejection in paragraph No. 3 is hereby repeated, 
particularly with respect to the central issue of the case, 
namely are the references combinable subject material or, 
alternatively,, is their combination hindsight. It is initially 
noted that the term "protective layer" found in applicant's 
claims is typically believed to be a paint film. Additionally, 
EPA -570, while not reciting paint films as their "weather 
resistant flexible substrata" is believ\"k''\ j^il's^o'ti^featei'^lth 
protective films which can typically include paint films. As 
such, the incorporation of a hydrophilic agent found in paint 
into the weather and dirt resistant coated films of EPA -570 is 
not seen to be an outrageous piece of hindsight, but rather an 
obvious substitution to one of ordinary skill in the coated 
protective film art. Note also that applicant in his 
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specification (page 2, lines 5-7) teaches that "incorporation of 
a decomposable hydrophilic agent as a dirt resistant agent into 
paint has been attempted" to solve these problems. Finally, with 
respect to applicant's remarks (Response, page 8, third complete 
paragraph) that the structures of the dependent claims are not 
taught or hinted at by the relied upon reference combination the 
Examiner notes that, in particular, claim 14 of EPA -570 is 
believed to clearly put within the skill of the art when combined 
with JP -771 the remaining structure set forth in the dependent 
claims . 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Daniel 
Zirker whose telephone number is (571) 272-1486. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday- Thursday from 8:30 A.M. to 6:00 
P.M. The examiner can also be reached on alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Terrel Morris, can be ' 
reached on (571) 272-1478. The fax phone number for this Group 
is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the 
status of this application or proceeding should be directed to 
the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272-0994. 

Dzirker :cdc 
January 28, 2004 



